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Independents 

People don’t go to independents such as Berry Bros & Rudd, Corney & Barrow, Lea & Sandeman, Les Caves de Pyrene, Private Cellar, Tanners and Yapp Brothers for inexpensive branded wines and BOGOFs, they go to independents for expert advice, careful selection, exemplary service and – let’s be frank – nice packaging. 

As Jason Yapp says, “If I strode into Sainsbury’s and asked what wine I had three months ago that was really aromatic and that my missus loved, or what to drink with my festive roast goose, they’d think I’d gone bonkers. It’s akin to buying your meat from a proper butcher who can advise on particular cuts and remember what you had last time.” 

Berrys might be more than 300 years old, but they’re much more with-it than they were in my day. They boast 2,450 different wines, ranging from £5.95 to £10,000 a bottle and an award-winning website. They’ve even just launched an iPhone app for heaven’s sake. 

“Although we might have the muscle to buy the whole harvest of cabernet sauvignon from Chile for our own label at 1,250 pesos (£1.50), as a supermarket might, we don’t have the desire, nor, let’s face facts, the number of clients to sell it to,” says Berry’s Simon Staples. “We do have the ability to buy tiny parcels of some of the most extraordinary wine on the planet.” 

Why buy from independents: Personal service; expert advice; small parcels of exclusive wines; older vintages. 

Why not: Often expensive; can seem daunting. 

Christmas Crackers:

2008 Lacrimus Rioja, £36 per double magnum (Jascots 020 8965 2000); lovely stuff and no need to get up from the table for another bottle;
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